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Sihem Benali s dream is to make Cana-
dians beautiful, while sharing a piece of
her culture. The Ottawa-based owner
of BioSecrets, a company that sells or-
ganic Moroccan argan oil, immigrated
to Canada from Algeria in 2003, escap-
ing the country's decade-old civil war
with her family. She had only $100 in
her pocket, but was grateful for the new
beginning.

Armed with a business diploma from
her home country, she eventually scored
a job in the field offinance after settling
in Ottawa. But Benali had to start over
again when the bank announced it was
shutting down its centre in the city.

Benali took being laid off as a sign to
follow her dream of starting her own
business, one that would connect her
to her home region of Northern Africa.

I(nown as "liquid gold" in the beauty
industry, Moroccan argan oil has been
used by women for centuries in north-
ern Africa. The oil is extracted from
the kernels of argan tree seeds from a

native desert tree that grows in a small
region of Morocco and neighbouring
Algeria. It is packed with 300 per cent
more vitamin E than olive oil and a high
concentration of antioxidants that nour-
ish, protect and improve the appearance
of hair, skin and nails.

"It's well established that north Af-
rican women age very well. Their skin
remains radiant, with very few wrinkles,

well beyond their 40s and
even 50s," explains Benali.

Benali regularly used
argan oil in her own
beauty regime back home,
but, when she arrived in
Canada, she tried a vari-
ety of creams, lotions and
hair products available in
the drug store, but with
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; I trurv body wain't used to\,j aiin..i'"."}sthatyou
3 find in modern cosmetics,

so I started having aller-
gies, skin sensitivities and
even deveioped eczema,"
says Benali. She returned
to using argan oil on her
skin and hair.

In2O72, she cashed out
$5,000 of her retirement
savings and founded Bi-
oSecrets, selling 100 per
cent pure, organic Mo-
roccan argan oil to Cana-
dians. Despite warnings
from friends who thought
she was crazy, Benali was
determined that the risk
would be worth the re-
ward. "l was one woman
with one bottle and a mis-
sion," she says.

That mission was to
both introduce Canadian women to the beauty benefits of argan oil,
and to give back to her home region by empowering Moroccan women.

Benali connected with a co-operative of Moroccan Berber women,
a native tribe that resides in the argan tree forest. "Producing the oil is
part of their heritage," says Benali.

Benali then began knocking on store doors in her Ottawa community
to sell her product. 'At the beginning, it was very difficult. My English
wasn't very good because I'm French speaking, but the store owners
believed in me. They saw the enthusiasm I had for my product," she says.

That enthusiasm landed BioSecrets Argan Oil on national television last

fall when Benali appeare d on CBC's Dragon s' D en.

Tears were flowing on set as Benali told her immigration story to
the dragons. "It was something bigger than the business deal," she says.
"lt was about telling people that Canada is the true land of opportu-
nity." Benaii landed a deal with investors Vikram Vij, fim Treliving and
Michael Wekerle, and immediately went from a local company to a

national one. "fust after the taping, I made a deal with a national dis-
tributor," Benali boasts.

Benali hopes other immigrants can get inspired by her story. "Canada

is the true land of opportunity and I am the best example. I arrived 10

years ago with $100 in my pocket and today I am a woman in business,

an entrepreneur ... IfI can do it, anyone can do it."

f,l facebook/canimmigrant ffin@canimmigrant

ffift
Train to become an
OPTICIAN
& Contact Lens Fitter

@i#i
BC College of oPTICS -;AP.!
#208 - 10070 King George Hwy. Surrey I

604-581-010I lrcrtA

I0 canadianimmigrant.ca IMarch 2015


