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suggrstt'tl liu'rrrr sorr) is lB.
"The inrportrrnce of the hrternet is

onlr'going to ir.rclense s'ith tir.ne," sirls
Finbalr'. "lf r'ou ran get irr e:rr'lr, irnd
get vour chilcl's clomair.r nanre, r'ou'll bc
getting thern off to a hcad start."

For othel l)ilrents, inclucling mom

.fohannir Wel;stel', purchasing I<icls'

clonririn rtrtlt'rcs is simplv fbr firrr.

.fohrrnnrt lrought tlorr:rir.rs fol her liicls
n hen tht'r' rr t're borr.r and usccl thr
sites rrs blogs af'ter the f:rmilr'urovecl
to Hrriif'er.

'.\11 of otrr f anrih':u-rcl ft'iencls u'clc
in Onterio so I startccl ltlogging tiltotrt
ihril rrpl rits on rr ltlog that I set t4r
,::r(L I tllL,il clonrltirt ltame," savs

i ::.,:rr:r. .\ltltough she erpects her
: .- r', rll cr cntuallv t:the or,er the s1t:rce.

-' :.:: r.,,1r1on theiiltpactit tlill halc
: . r.:: rrr', rfcssional lir,es. "I thinli
:: --,.''lI i,rok cltrite clifferent ltv the

:,.. 1,iclr hrrre plofessional lir,cs, .
- ..: , ::rrl , rl'tltiuliing isn't renlly on

'- :-.'. .iir'srtr s. O

For more on your baby,: . -::C:nada.com,/baby

TAKING BABY'S
c-space TOO FAR?

In addition to web
domains, some
parents are so keen
to secure their
bundle of joy's digital
identity, they're
also snatching up
Gmail, Facebook,
Twitter and lnstagram
ACCOUNtS.

Cat Coode, founder ofthe
digita med a cornpany Binary
Tattoo, cautions against setting
up these accounts for children.
"l've seen 1O-yearolds who are
receiving match.com emails
through their Gmail accounts
that their parents set up for
them years ago," slre says.

The Children's On ine Privacy
Protection Act (COPPA) says
users need to be 1 3 years old
in order to set up social media
profiles, meaning parents who
snag Twitter handles for their
lnfants have to llc about their
age. By the trrre.rccounts get
handed over to the I 3-year
old, the system novr thinks
they're 26 and docsn't provide
them with the same privacy
protections they do to users
underiheageoflB.

Beside,, setri rg -p your clri o s

social med.a ac(oLrrs assurnej
these sites rvillsti I be popular
v;hen he or she is oid enough
to use them. Cat points out
teens are already abandoning
Facebook at rapid speed. Who
knows what new form of socia
medra will be popular by the
time your baby is l6?
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Laying claim to your child's domain name
Aslttott and Mila did it -sltould yoLt, t00?
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lh,en befbre \\r},;rtt Isabelle I(trtchel u,as

rr nror.rtl.r olcl, slie had heL on,r'r 'I'u,itter
irncl Instagrar.r.r accounts, :rn t-ntail
aclch'ess rnd s-eI;site donr:rins. The
rerrsot.t? "I clon't l'ant i-t poln site rvith
nrv clrrughter's 11an1e, " r're\\, clacl Ashton
I{r-rtchel' tolcl talk shou, host Conan
O'Blicn. \\rhile tliis r.r'rny souncl like tl-re
crtlcnre rctions of celcbritt, ltirrcr.rts,
rttore lrrcl more llarents are purchasing
clonrain nrnres for their kirls to
safc'gu:rrcl theil digital iclentitl

l'bl llouncl S1O a veirr, \'ou ci-ur

ptrrchase l clomain name ltl'\,our
chilcl, cliriming their colner of the
Itttetrtet l/e:rrs llefore thel, e1,g,t t.rt6
thc.il first enrail.

Scxre extrer.ne 1l:lrelrts iu'e so intent
olr sc.cutiug theil chilclren's cligittrl
futult', thev have factolecl iu in,ailable
clonrain n:u.nes into the critet'ia for bzrltv
r.rrurc sclectior-r. A ncu,onlinc tool.
:rn csor.ncbalrvnalllc.collr (u,hich has had
over'4OO.OOO hits sincc its launch in
August 2014) asks pareuts to input their
lirst r.rame aud the babi,'s gencler'. ther-r

lJCno'i1t..s ir list of first nirnre ol.ltions
fi'ont Iilstrtamelastnantc.conr. b:rsed or.r

BY t]SA EVANs

avnilaltle clornirit.rs.

The site s'irs the brainchilcl ol Kllen
Chcng ancl I'-inball Tavlor l'ho u ere

insl;ired to create a s,a1'for'pirrents to
fincl ir unicltre name for theil chilcl aftel
Kalen conrirlrrinecl that her conuuorr
n:rme r.nerutt she n'ou1d nevct gct to
ou,n l<lrencl.rcr.rg,com and h.rcl to bnttle
u,ith tltotrsiucls of other Karcn C)rcrrg's

in Googlc's search r:rnliirrgs. Ensulirrg
a donrrrin nalle \\'as:rvzril:rltlc f or'ht,r'
chilcl befole nanring hinr or her u)(illtt
thev u oulcl :rvoid these cligital 1re.sl...

Fittltrtt't' srtr, s I )ilty|lt> rr 1],, :rr', tt -i rt.
the sen,ice to chinr theil chilrl . r.--rriiri.
recogrtize tltescet'citr ul LLr,rl.,i: : .:. -

and'rr,:rr.rt to give their Iiirls r t;'rh::: -
cltrrttt t'ollrer it'rg il go,,(l 5f r r , -' '

engine optimiz:,rtion).
''lrt rltc rtgc of se:rlt ir ' n-: . -. .

trrtirlrrc rr.rrne goes ir r'(.rli\ . -
irr hclpirtg \ ou get fuLLnLl ' '

Firrhrrn. A filstnirnt'lir-, r.,: '

nreans voLrr chilcl ci,ur be ri :

fbrtrtrl ortlirrt,u llcn pn1-,"'
Google llrcil ll:llllrs - il:-.. . - -

u ill ttill be around ult.n -':
(nrre rrrrrtlo t\\ esolltrlr.lir\ r

54 ParentsCanacl...om FEBRURARY/MARCH 2Ol 5 : r :d of smallpox than in all wars of that century combined.


