School starts

It's almost time for kids to go back to class; here are
the ABCs of regjstering your kids this September

By Lisa Evans

t may be the most exciting
' Ilin‘m of the year for many
Canadian parents who watch
in delight as their children strap
on their backpacks and return to
school. While television com-
mercials show parents giddily
flying down the school supplies
aisle singing "it’s the most won
derful time of the year” many
newcomer parents feel more
anxious than joyous at the start
of their child’s first or second
year at a Canadian school
While being the new kid in
school is almost always a dif-
ficult transition, for immigrant
children, adapting to a new
school culture, plus a new coun-

try and perhaps a new language
can be overwhelming,
Canadian schools recopnize
these challenges and aim to
overcome them by providing a
number of supports including
English as a second language
(ESL} classes for those whose pri-
mary language is not English, and
community support workers who
aim to promote a greater level of
integration between newcomer
parents, students and schools.
Frank Ricei, principal at
Briar Hill Junior Public School
in Toronto, advocates parental
engagement as key to newcomer
children’s success. He recom-
mends parents begin their rela-

tionship with the school starting
at registration.

Ricci says the more informa-
tion a parent can share with the
school about their child, the
more equipped the school can
be to make Lheir integration into
the new academic environment
as seamless as possible, “Shar-
ing report cards from the home
country, anecdotal documenta-

tion and letting the school know
who the child is as a person
prepares the school a lot better
in terms of how to deal with the
child,” says Ricei,

Diane Brown is the vice-
principal of Kane Middle School

in Toronto and has spent most of

her teachinig career helping im-
migrant children integrate into
the Canadian school system.
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CES

Education and Training

that Works for You!

Academy of Computer & Employment Skills
o iAiriarive of Wioeking Sitls Centre
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