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How children can
bring magic to
your special day

By Lisa Evans

.___/————' OTTAWA Fledding MAGAZINE FALL W B aths e
- 10 —— .

| —
=" : - L Be . =



'

the baby carriage.” For many couples, the sequence

of this popular lyric is a thing of the past. Whether
you're a blended family or a couple who reversed the traditional marriage
then baby rhyme, incorporating kids into your wedding is a beautiful
way to celebrate your new family.

Blending families

For many parents with children from previous relationships, their
wedding day is just as much about celebrating the union of rwo families
as it is about rejoicing in the couple’s love, With four children between
them ranging from ages 15 to 19, Jackie and Rich Halliday held a sand
ceremony to commemorate the blending of their two families. “We
wanted [the kids] to feel jusr as significant in the ceremony as the twao
of us.” says Jackie. Each family member added a different colour of sand
into a glass vase, creating a symbol of unity. “The grains of sand can
never be separated.” she says,

Cynthia Laplante had two children from a previous marriage,
20-year-old Andrew and 17-year-old Heather, and six-year-old
Samantha from her current union. Instead of the traditional bride and
groom cake topper, Cynthia had all five family members’ names etched
in glass. “[The wedding] wasn’t to be just about the bride and groom. It
was abour all of us coming together.”

Wedding preparations

While giving children the role of flower girl, ring bearer,
bridesmaid or best man can help make them feel included in the event,
wedding planner Wendy Leung says involving children in the planning
stages is also important. “It gets them excited,” says Wendy: Allowing
kids to voice their input on Howers, colours, dresses and tuxes and even
song choices makes the cvent just as much about them as the bride and
groom,

Tami and Greg MacSween’s seven-year-old son, Aiden, was
thrilled his parents were finally getting marricd, but wasn't so pleased
about his mom's plans for the grand entrance. “I wanted everyone to
come in dancing instead of just waving and smiling,” says Tami. Aiden
refused to dance uncil Tami allowed him to pick his own song; but
when he selected WWE wresder Randy Orron's theme song, Sexy Boy,
Tami regrerred giving him contrel. Family members convinced her to
give him the song and Aiden entered the hall shaking his hips and with
a big smile on his face. "He really, really enjoyed it, so I'm happy that I
allowed him to do it,” laughs Tami,

The ceremony

Young children make the curest flower girls and ring bearers, bur be
sure to go over the details of these rules ahead of time, Allowing children
to have a say in the execution of their duties can go a long way towards
alleviating any anxietics about participating. When Tami asked her son
to be the couple's ring bearer, his reaction wasn't what she expected. “He
was really scared everyone was going to laugh at him, He said ‘T don't
want to walk down the aisle dressed as a bear,”™ she recalls. After seeing
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a phoro of a real ring bearer, Aiden accepred the idea, bur didn't want to
carry the rings on a pillow. “He thought they looked like a girl's pillows,”
says Tami, who insread made him a wooden sign that read “here comes
the bride” and allowed him to hold the rings in his pocker,

Photos

Taking photos of young children is always a challenge, butcan be
even more so after a long day. “The younger they are, the less anention
they have,” says Wendy. To speed up the process, Wendy recommends
deciding upon the must-have family photos ahead of time and raking
those righl away, then have an assistant who can whisk kids away to the
hotel for a nap so they're fresh for the reception. Giving kids a say in the
photos they want to participate in is another way to hold their interest,
and their smiles. Tami’s son chose a photo of the groomsmen holding
him upside down by the ankles and the bridal party pretending to play
football, so those were must-haves in the shoor. '

The reception

Deciding to have a kid-friendly reception changes the tone of
the affair, but Wendy says replacing traditional reception games with
child-friendly ones can miake the evening more fun — for both children
and adults. Rather than a traditional garter toss, Wendy has organized
a balloon toss where the garter is hidden in one balloon and everyone
charges the dance fioor ta pop the balloons and find the one with the
garter. “It can make for some very amusing photos,” she says.

The hula hoop kissing game can also add some laughs to the
reception. Rather than the traditional glass-clanging, guests have o
swing the hula hoop around their hips three times to win a kiss from
the couple.
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While
incorpararing
kids into your
reception  can
be entertaining
for all, Wendy
reccommends
couples plan the
evening to retire
kids to bed
carly, allowing
for some adule-
only time.
Consider hiring
a  babysiteer 10
whisk the kids
off o bed,
leaving  Mom
and Dad with
their moment in
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# MAPLE LEAF DIAMONDS

300 Eagleson Road, Hazeldean Mall
Kanata, ON 613.592.1923
www.hardensjewellers.com Fi
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